l'y'8'16 

Sessional  Paper  No.  1/58. 


„ 

?:\  - 


. 


S 


REPORT  ON  THE  MEDICAL  AND  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1955. 


7hk 


THE  ROYAL  SOCIETY 
OF  HEALTH 

LIBRARY 


BATHURST : 

PRINTED  BY  THE  GOVERNMENT  PRINTER 

1958. 


Price  2/- 


QR>  6/55  V 


CONTENTS. 


Page . 


I.  Notes  of  Interest  . 

A.  Medical  and  Health  Units .  . .  . .  1 

B.  Medical  Research  Laboratories,  Fajara .  2 

C.  Gambia  Branch,  British  Red  Cross  Society  . .  . .  4 

D.  Visitors  . .  . .  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  6 

II.  Administration . 

A.  Staff'  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

B.  Legislation  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

C.  Finance  .  10 

III.  Public  Health . 

A.  Hospital,  Dispensary,  and  Clinic  Statistics  . .  . .  11 

B.  Medical  Units  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

C.  Laboratory  Services .  13 

D.  Dental  Services  .  . .  14 

E.  General  Remarks  . .  , .  . .  . ,  . .  . .  14 

F.  Epidemic  and  Endemic  Diseases .  14 

IV.  Vital  Statistics .  17 

V.  Hygiene  and  Sanitation  . .  .  20 

VL  School  Hygiene . .  . .  . .  22 

VII.  Port  Health  Administration . .  . .  . .  22 

VIII.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  .  22 

APPENDIX. 

Diseases  classified  according  to  the  Intermediate  List  of  the  International 
Statistical  Classification  of  Diseases,  Injuries,  and  Causes  of  Death  (6th 
revision). 


REPORT  ON  THE  MEDICAL  AND  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1955. 

1.  NOTES  OF  INTEREST. 

A.  Medical  and  Health  Units. 

1.  New  Victoria  Hospital.  The  work  at  the  Hospital  was  greatly  handicapped 
by  the  ill-health  of  the  Medical  Officer  in  charge,  and  for  a  period  of  several  weeks, 
only  two  Medical  Officers  were  available  to  cope  with  the  whole  of  the  work  in  the 
Hospital.  In  addition,  the  Sanatorium  for  tuberculosis  v/as  also  under  their  control 
in  the  absence  of  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Shortage  of  Nursing  Sisters  also  created  a  problem,  which  was  temporarily 
overcome  by  the  appointment  of  part-time  Nursing  Sisters. 

The  First  Class  Block,  consisting  of  ten  single-bed  wards  was  opened  for  use 
in  October  and  has  proved  very  popular. 

Work  on  the  conversion  of  the  old  Sisters’  quarters  to  a  Children’s  ward  is 
progressing  but  was  handicapped  by  the  late  arrival  of  building  materials.  It  is  hoped 
to  accomodate  twenty  cots  when  completed. 

The  Medical  ward  was  named  after  Sir  Andrew  Wright  a  former  Governor 
of  the  Gambia,  and  the  maternity  ward  “The  Queen’s  Coronation  Ward”. 


The  Hospital  cold  store  has  been  put  in  working  order,  but  owing  to  lack  of 
spare  parts  has  not  been  completely  finished. 

A  part  time  Physiotherapist  is  employed.  The  arrival  of  additonal  equipment 
provided  with  Colonial  Development  and  Welfare  Funds  during  the  early  part  of  the 
year,  enabled  a  wide  variety  of  treatments  to  be  given. 

Private  practice  was  abolished  in  the  Victoria  Hospital  on  the  21st  February. 

2.  Sanatorium.  For  the  first  time,  female  nursing  staff  was  available  for 
posting  to  this  Hospital,  so  it  was  possible  to  admit  female  as  well  as  male  patients. 
There  are  fifteen  beds  for  males  and  nine  for  females. 

As  proviously  stated,  this  was  under  the  control  of  one  of  the  Medical  Officers 
from  the  New  Victoria  Hospital,  in  the  absence  of  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health  who 
is  normally  in  charge.  Welcome  news  has  been  received  that  a  new  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  has  been  appointed,  who  should  arrive  early  in  the  New  Year,  and  take  over 

these  duties. 


There  is  a  large  waiting  list  of  persons  wishing  to  gain  admittance,  and  unfor. 
tunately  the  Scheme  for  the  new  Sanatorium  has  for  the  present  been  unavoidably 

postponed. 

3  Health  Centre ,  Mansakonko .  On  account  of  the  shortage  of  Medical 
Officers,  this  centre  was  under  the  supervision  of  a  Nursing  Sister  (Health),  seconded 
from  the  British  Red  Cross  Society.  A  great  amount  of  both  ante-natal  and  infant 
welfare  work  was  performed  throughout  Central  Division. 

4,  Maternity  Health  Centre ,  Basse.  Much  useful  work  was  performed  at 
this  centre,  which  is  proving  very  populai  with  the  people  in  that  area. 

B.  Medical  Research  Laboratories,  Fajara. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  work  carried  out  by  the  above  Unit. 

The  staff  of  the  Laboratories  is  working  on  problems  which  have  arisen  from 
the  study  of  tropical  disease  in  the  Gambia,  principally  malaria,  sickle  cell  trait 
and  anaemia.  These  investigations  are  conducted  in  and  around  Fajara,  and  also  at 
the  Laboratories’  field  station  at  Keneba. 

The  Visiting  Workers  carry  out  their  own  research  programmes  and  receive 
all  the  facilities  of  the  Laboratories. 

Summary  of  Research. 


1.  Staff. 

(1)  The  effect  and  efficiency  of  long  term  prophylactic  administration 
of  antimalarial  drugs,  chloroquin  and  daraprim. 

(2)  The  effect  of  malaria  on  the  state  of  health  of  a  rural  village  commu¬ 
nity. 

(3)  Investigation  of  the  bionomics  of  anopheline  and  culicine  mosqui¬ 
toes  in  the  Gambia,  and  determination  of  the  insecticidal  efficiency 
of  B.H.C.,  DDT.  and  Dieldrin. 

(4)  Investigation  into  the  aetiology  of  the  enlarged  livers  found  in  th© 
Gambia. 

(5)  Investigation  into  the  prevalence  of  sickle  cell  trait  and  sickle  ceil 
anaemia  in  the  population. 

(6)  Investigation  of  plasma  and  serum  proteins  by  paper  electrophoresis. 

(7)  Malaria  in  breast-fed  infants  with  special  reference  to  the  various! 
protecting  theories  that  have  hitherto  been  postulated. 

(8)  Electrophoretic  serum  pattern  of  new-born  Gambian  infants. 
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(9)  Long  term  follow-up  of  filariasis  cases  treated  with  hetrazan,  with 
attempts  to  eliminate  the  toxicity  of  the  drug. 

(10)  Investigation  of  the  interrelationship  of  malaria  and  sickling. 

(1 1)  Determination  of  serum,  iron  levels  in  falciparum  malaria. 

(12)  Chemical  estimation  of  gamma-globulin  levels  in  Gambian  sera. 

(13)  Inhibition  of  sickling  with  anticoagulant  drugs. 

(14)  Effect  of  heavy  and  repeated  malaria  infections  on  Gambian  children. 

2.  Visitors. 

(1)  Studies  of  the  plasma  and  serum  pattern  of  ‘normal’  Gambians  by 
paper  electrophoresis. 

(2)  Investigation  into  the  factors  influencing  routine  serological  tests 
for  treponemal  infections. 

(3)  Investigation  into  the  forms  of  treponematoses  occurring  in  the 
Gambia. 

(4)  Investigation  into  the  establishment  of  leprosy  bacillus  in  animals. 

(5)  Determination  of  the  incidence  of  leprosy  in  Gambian  villages. 

(6)  Determination  with  the  aid  of  laboratory  animals  of  the  vectors  of 
schistosoma  haematobium  in  the  Eastern  half  of  the  Gambia  as  well 
as  in  a  small  isolated  focus  on  the  sea  coast. 

(7)  Study  of  the  ecology  and  transmission  period  of  suspected  snails 
with  the  view  to  suggesting  a  method  for  their  control. 


(8)  Study  of  the  effects  of  piperazine  adipate  in  the  treatment  of  ascaris 
and  hookworm. 

(9)  Assessment  of  the  effect  of  repeated  and  heavy  malaria  infectious 
on  Gambian  children. 

(10)  Assessment  of  the  incidence  of  yellow  fever  antibodies  in  the  serum 
of  Gambians. 

(11)  Study  of  phase  contrast  microscopy  of  trypanosomes  in  their  natural 
hosts. 

(12)  Study  of  the  systematics  of  mollusca  vectors  of  Schistosomiasis. 


4 


(13)  Preparation  of  monkey  kidney  tissue  suspensions  for  use  in  polio¬ 
myelitis  research. 

(14)  Distribution  of  haemoglobin  in  Gambians  with  special  reference  to 
haemoglobins  ‘B’  and  ‘C*  and  their  relation  to  blood  groups.  , 

(15)  Treatment  of  sickle  cell  anaemia  with  Ethyl  Biscoumactate  B.  P. 
“Tromexan”. 

(16)  Treatment  of  schistosomiasis  with  Sodium  Antimony!  Gluconate, 
“Triostam”. 

(17)  Investigation  of  nutritional  anaemia  in  Gambians. 

(18)  Trials  of  comparative  activity  of  different  piperazine  salts  in  treat¬ 
ment  of  A  scan's  and  Trichurh  infections,  and  trials  of  antinen  testing 
in  schistosomiasis. 

Publications. 

E.  Sherwood  Jones. 

.  A  note  on  the  photometric  measurement  of  plasma  pH.  J.  Med.  Lab.  Tech. 
1954,12,71. 

J.  A.  McFadzean  (with  J.  F.  McCourt). 

T reponomatoses.  Brit.  Med.  J.  1954,  11,  1270. 

J.  A.  McFadzean  (with  J.  F.  McCourt). 

Leprosy  in  the  Gambia,  West  Africa.  Leprosy  Review  1955,  26,  57. 

C.  Gambia  Branch,  British  Red  Cross  Society. 

1.  River  Ambulance .  The  Red  Cross  launch  is  now  permanently  out  of  com¬ 
mission,  and  when  funds  are  available  it  is  planned  to  build  a  new  one,  and  transfer 
the  engine  from  the  old  launch  to  the  new. 

2.  The  following  notes  have  been  supplied  by  the  Nursing  Sister  (Health) 
of  the  B.R.C.S. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  clinics. 

“(n)  A  routine  of  these  is  well  established  in  Central  Division  by  which  we 
hold  regular  clinics  at  Mansakonk*,  Kaiaff,  Kwinella,  Jappeni  and  Bureng, 
while  the  North  Bank  is  visited  approximately  every  5  weeks  when  clinics 
are  held  at  N’ Gey  an  Sanjal,  Illiassa  and  Farafeni.  Very  occassionally 
visits  are  made  much  further  afieild  to  Kaur,  Salikeni,  Kerewan  and 
Jowara,  but  these  places  are  too  far  away  to  allow  of  regular  visits.  There 
is  at  least  one  over-night  trek  every  week. 

A  total  of  6,727  babies  and  children  have  been  seen,  and  687  Ante-natal 
cases. 

(h)  Emergency  calls.  There  have  been  many  requests  for  me  to  visit  houses. 
These  calls  have  been  to  such  cases  as  women  in  delayed  labour  (usually  due  to  uterine 
inertia  or  atonia)  and  women  with  retained  placenta.  Other  cases  amongst  adults  have 
included  pneumonias;  tuberculosis  of  lungs;  strangulated  hernia;  retention  of  urine; 
cerebro-spinal-meningitis;  hemiplegia;  rabies;  breast  abcess;  rape;  elephantiasis; 
pelvic  abscess;  fractures;  and  other  injuries. 
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Many  cases  have  been  referred  to  either  Ransang  or  Bathurst  hospital 
for  further  treatment,  and  many  acute  emergencies  have  been  trans¬ 
ported  to  Hospital  either  by  Red  Cross  Land  Rover,  or  by  launch 
sent  from  Bathurst  for  the  purpose. 

A  bed  is  now  retained  in  the  Health  Centre  Mansakonko  for  the  use 
of  patients  while  waiting  the  river  steamer  or  other  transport. 

(c)  Village  visits.  Villages  have  been  visited  to  meet  the  people  in  their  own 
house?  Opportunity  is  made  on  these  occasions  to  point  out  the  need  for 
cleanliness  and  order  in  the  yard  and  village.  At  times  these  visits  are 
made  accompanying  the  Health  Inspector  when  health  talks  illustrated 
with  posters  are  given. 

(d)  Training  scheme.  A  scheme  was  submitted  to  and  approved  by  Govern¬ 
ment  by  which  local  women  would  take  a  simplified  course  of  instruction 
in  hygiene  and  child  welfare,  gaining  their  knowledge  by  helping  in  the 
clinics,  visiting  the  houses,  and  attending  instruction  classes. 

Two  girls,  both  of  16  years,  who  have  had  some  schooling  applied  to 
take  this  course,  and  one  started  in  August  and  the  other  in  October.  It 
was  hoped  to  take  two  new  candidates  every  three  months,  but  so  far  no 
other  suitable  trainees  have  been  found.  Meanwhile  the  two  girls  are 
gaining  useful  knowledge,  and  it  is  hoped  they  may  apply  for  further 
training  later. 

(e)  Red  Cross  Work.  Pakalinding  School  near  Mansakonko  was  visited  in 
March  to  introduce  the  idea  of  a  Red  Cross  Link.  The  Master,  and  pupils 
were  all  enthusiatic  for  a  link  to  be  formed,  and  weekly  visits  were  carried 
out,  whenever  possible,  to  give  preliminary  Link  training.  Owing  however 
to  the  long  wet  season  vacation,  and  then  to  my  own  illness,  the  enrol¬ 
ment  was  very  delayed. 

In  December  25  boys  were  enrolled.  The  ceremony  was  well  attended 
by  parents  of  the  children,  and  by  the  Seyfu  and  heads  of  local  authority. 

The  introduction  of  Red  Cross  in  the  school  led  to  requests  by  some  of 
the  local  men  to  have  their  own  instruction  classes.  A  First  Aid  Practical 
course  was  held,  and  there  were  5  successful  candidates.  Practical  Hygiene 
classes  for  women  were  also  started  and  8  passed  their  examination  with 
very  good  marks. 

Fourteen  Link  members  are  shortly  due  to  take  their  Practical  Junior 
First  Aid. 

Requests  for  courses  have  come  from  other  villages  and  other  schools 
have  asked  for  Links  to  be  formed,  but  pressure  of  work  and  inaccessb 
bility  of  villages  have  prevented  my  fulfilling  these  requests  up  till  now", 
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D.  Visitors. 

The  undermentioned  visited  the  Gambia  during  the  year. 

1  Mr.  B.  C.  G.  Isaac,  Senior  Lecturer  in  Civil  Engineering— Durham 

University. 

2.  Mr.  Renato  Pavaneilo,  World  Health  Organisation. 

3.  Lt.  Col.  i.  H.  Walters  and  Dr.  E.  N.  MacNamara  of  West  African  Council 
of  Medical  Research. 

4.  Mr.  W.  H.  Chin  c.m.g.,  Adviser  on  Social  Welfare  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies. 

5.  Dr.  Wilson  Rae,  Deputy  Chief  Medical  Officer,  Colonial  Office, 

II.  ADMINISTRATION. 

A.  STAFF. 

Establishment,  1955. 

1  Director  of  Medical  Services. 

1  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

7  Medical  Officers. 

1  Dental  Surgeon. 

1  Senior  Nursing  Sister. 

8  Nursing  Sisters  (Medical). 

2  Nursing  Sisters  (Health). 

1  Senior  Health  Superintendent. 

3  Health  Superintendents. 

(a)  Medical  Officers. 

Dr.  S.  H.  O.  Jones,  Director  of  Medical  Services,  was  on  duty  throughout 

the  year. 

Dr.  J,  F.  McCourt,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  proceeded  on  leave  on  the 
3rd  April  1955,  and  resigned  his  appointment  on  the  25th  September  1955. 

Dr.  G.  Porter,  Medical  Officer,  in-charge,  Victoraia  Hospital,  returned 
from  leave  on  the  17th  March,  1955  and  proceeded  on  sick  leave  on  the 
2nd  October,  1955.  He  was  away  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

Dr.  T.  S.  Derola,  was  on  duty  throughout  the  year.  Dr.  (Mrs.)  A.  Derola 
resigned  her  appointment  on  the  31st  December  1955. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Mahoney  was  on  leave  from  the  4th  November  1955,  until  the 
end  of  the  year. 
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Dr.  S.  J.  Palmer,  was  on  duty  throughout  the  year. 

Dr.  P.  J.  N’Dow,  was  on  leave  from  15th  May  1955  until  15th  September 
1955. 

Dr.  E.  Bidweli,  a  newly  appointed  Gambian  Medical  Officer,  joined  the 
staff  on  the  15th  September  1955. 

(b)  Dental  Surgeon. 

Mr.  W.  M.  Adam,  newly  appointed  Dental  Surgeon,  assumed  duty  on 
the  2nd  June  1955  and  was  on  duty  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

(c)  Physiotherapist. 

Mrs.  W.  M.  Robinson,  temporary  Physiotherapist,  was  on  duty  from 
March  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

(d)  Chief  Dispenser. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Phillott,  the  chief  dispenser,  was  on  leave  from  1st  Februar}/-, 
1955  to  20th  August,  1955. 

(c)  Medical  Storekeeper. 

Mr.  M.  O.  Manga,  Medical  Storekeeper,  was  on  leave  from  the  16th 
February,  1955  to  the  25th  May,  1955. 

(/)  Nursing  Sisters  {Medical). 

Miss  F.  M.  Gray,  took  up  her  appointment  as  Senior  Nursing  Sister  at 
the  Victoria  Hospital  on  the  28th  February  1955,  on  transfer  from  Sara- 
wak,  and  was  on  duty  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

Miss  M.  M.  Shepherd  was  acting  Senior  Nursing  Sister  from  the  time 
Miss  J.  A.  M.  Henderson  went  on  leave  in  September,  1954  until  the  arrival 
of  Miss  F.  M.  Gray  on  the  28th  February,  1955,  She  proceeded  on  leave 
on  the  15th  May,  1955  and  returned  on  the  29th  October,  1955. 

Miss  M  .  W.  Crawford  was  transferred  to  Nigeria  on  the  27th  January  , 
1955,  at  the  expiration  of  her  leave. 

Miss  J.  S.  T.  Williams  was  on  duty  throughout  the  whole  year. 

Miss  H.  M.  Forster  was  on  leave  from  the  2nd  August,  1955  to  the  21  it 
October,  1955, 

Miss  G.  E.  Harris  arrived  on  transfer  from  the  Gold  Coast  on  the  2nd 
September,  1955. 
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Mrs.  H.  A.  Jawarra  (nee  Mahoney)  resigned  from  the  Service  on  the  22nd 
June,  1955. 

Miss  B.  E.  Peters  was  on  duty  throughout  the  year. 

Misses  N.  E,  Roberts  and  M.  Cornell,  newly  appointed  Gambian  Nursing 
Sisters,  assumed  duty  on  the  21st  March,  1955  and  the  27th  October,  1955 
respectively. 

Mrs.  D.  Wheeler,  Temporary  Nursing  Sister  resigned  her  appointment 
on  the  6th  July,  1955. 

Mrs.  A.  Draper  and  Mrs.  E.  J.  Upton,  were  both  appointed  Temporary 
Nursing  Sisters  on  the  23rd  May  1955,  and  W'ere  on  duty  for  the  remainder 
of  the  year. 

(g)  Nursing  Sisters  {Health). 

Miss  P.  M.  Cook,  was  on  duty  throughout  the  year. 

Miss  K.  J.  D.  Shouksmith  proceeded  on  leave  on  the  18th  September 
1955,  and  was  on  leave  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

(, h )  Red  Cross  Sister. 

Miss  O.  L.  Colquhoun  arrived  in  Bathurst  on  the  24th  December,  1954, 
and  was  on  duty  in  the  Protectorate,  Central  Division,  for  the  whole  of 
the  year. 

(i)  Scientific  Officer . 

Mr.  S.  R.  Smithers,  proceeded  on  leave  on  the  26th  June,  1955,  and  return¬ 
ed  on  the  29  th  December,  1955. 

(j)  Health  Superintendents . 

Mr.  J.  L.  Roscoe,  Senior  Health  Superintendent,  resumed  duty  on  the 
3rd  February,  1955  and  was  on  duty  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Rees,  Health  Superintendent  proceeded  on  leave  on  the  20th 
February,  1955,  and  returned  on  the  15th  September,  1955. 


{k)  Radiographer , 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Collier,  was  appointed  on  the  25th  April  1955. 

(/)  Junior  Staff. 

Seven  Probationer  Dressers  and  Nurses  v/ere  appointed  during  the  year. 
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Promotions 

Resignations 

Dismissals 

Terminations 

Deaths 

Retired 


Probationer  Permanent Total . 


—  8  8 

3  1  4 

1  -  1 

13  —  13 

—  1  1 


Miss  N.  E.  Fowlis  and  Miss  M.  M.  Forster  both  1st  Grade  Nurse/Mid¬ 
wives  left  on  the  25th  December,  1955,  for  an  Overseas  Ward  Sisters’ 
Course  in  the  United  Kingdom. 


B.  LEGISLATION. 


Serial  Date  Short  Title  Provisions. 

No. 


Ordinances. 

2/1955.  31st  May  1955.  West  African  Council  for  Provides  for  the  status  and 

Medical  Research  (Gambia  functions,  including  the 
Status)  Ordinance.  duties  and  powers,  within 

the  Gambia  of  the  West 
African  Council  for  Medi¬ 
cal  Research,  with  effect 
from  7th  August  1954, 


Orders. 


13/1955.  29th  September  Public  Health  (Application)  Applies  Section  58  of  the 
1955.  Order.  Public  Health  Ordinance, 

1935,  to  the  Protectorate. 
This  section  enables  the 
Governor  by  order  under 
his  hand  to  order  or  autho¬ 
rise  the  exhumation  of  any 
corpse. 

Notifications . 

13/1955.  6th  July  1955.  Legal  Notice  No.  29  of 

1955.  Appoints  the  Mental  Hos¬ 

pital,  Bathurst,  to  be  a 
place  of  detention  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Lunatics’ 
Detention  Ordinance,  1917; 
revokes  the  Order  dated 
30th  January  1942. 
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Proclamations, 


Serial- 

No, . 


Date 


Short  Title 


Provisions. 


5/1955.  14lh  September  Legal  Notice  No,  38 
1955,  1955. 


of 


6/1955.  14th  September 

1955. 


Legal  Notice  No,  39  of 

1955. 


Regulations, 

Nil. 

?  St® 

Rules . 

Nil; 


By-Laws . 

Nil. 

C.  FINANCE, 


Authorises  the  destructic 
of  all  aogs  found  at  lari 
in.  the  Upper  Backlit 
District  of  the  Piotectorat 
eslewhere  than  in  piiva 
premises,  with  a  view  t 
pieventing  the  spread  ( 
hydrophobia.  This  Procld 
rnation  is  made  under  Sec 
tion  13  of  the  Dogs  Or  dir 
ance,  1916. 

Applies  the  provisions  c 
the  Dogs  Ordinance,  19 It 
other  than  Sections  3,  4,  5 
6,  7,  8,  9,  10  and  14,  to  the 
Upper  Baddibu  Division  o 
the  Protectorate,  with  effec 
from  15th  September,  1955 
7  his  Proclamation  is  made 
under  Section  18  of  the 
Dogs  Ordinance,  1916. 


Revenue 

Expenditure 


1954 

1954 

1955 

Estimated 

Actual 

Estimated 

£ 

£ 

£ 

2,800 

2,547 

2,500 

108,159 

108,269 

123,095 

Expenditure  on  Miscellaneous  Services . 


Contributions  to  Medical 
Organisations  ... 


£ 

1,359 


£ 

1,622 


£ 

1,483 


ii 


■  ' 

The  Colony  of  the  Gambia . 

. .  - .  £  £  '  £ ' ;  : 

Fotal  Revenue  . .  . ,  1,490,989  !, 420, 350  1,517,830 

rotal  Expenditure  ..  1,490,989  1,168,309  1,558,297 

should  be  noted  that  figures  tor  revenue  include  Giants  from  C.D.&vv. 
Funds,  etc.) 

Ordinary  Revenue  for  1955:  £1,111,065. 

Estimated  expendituie  on  Medical  &  Health  Services  as  a  percentage  ot 
ordinarv  revenue  for  1955  11.1  %.  This  compares  with  a  figure  ol  10.o/o 

for  1954. 

III.  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

A.  Hospital ,  Dispensary  and  Clinic  Statistics. 

The  attendances  at  Hospitals,  and  minor  Medical  Units  are  given  below:— 


{a)  Hospitals . 


Year 

Total  Admissions. 

Outpatient 
(New  Cases). 

Total  Outpatient 
Attendances. 

1951 

4,906 

41,437 

62,106 

1952 

4,505 

47,142 

63,802 

1953 

4,710 

52,482 

66,162 

1954 

4,687 

39,234 

64,442 

1955 

4,105 

40,212 

58,369 

(b)  Health  Centres  and  Dispensaries. 


Year. 

Number  of  Units. 

New  Cases. 

Total  Attendances. 

1951 

43 

87,687 

215,857 

1952 

43 

101,414 

255,636 

1953 

44 

96,991 

234,593 

1954 

44 

109,323 

263,390 

1955 

45 

119,512 

260,183 
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(c)  Anglican  Mission  Dispensaries. 


Year. 

Number  of  Units. 

New  Cases. 

Total  Attendances. 

1951 

3  and  1  mobile  Dispensary 

5,222 

12,797 

1952 

3  and  1  mobile  Dispensary 

4,701 

12,408 

1953 

3  and  1  mobile  Dispensary 

3,742 

8,801 

1954 

3  and  1  mobile  Dispensary 

4,450 

11,253 

1955 

3  and  1  mobile  Dispensary 

4,546 

11,259 

{cl)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Year. 

No.  of  Centres.  Ante-Natal 

Child  Welfare 

Total 

Attendances. 

Attendances. 

Attendances. 

1951 

13 

10,832 

45,425 

56,284 

1952 

12 

11,811 

48,479 

60,290 

1953 

12 

14,658 

61,747 

76,405 

1954 

12 

16,061 

63,345 

79,406 

1955 

26 

14,349 

66,462 

80,811 

Total  attendances  in  1955  were  1.8%  higher  than  in  1954. 

B.  MEDICAL  UNITS. 

( a )  Victoria  Hospital ,  Bathurst. 

During  the  year  there  were  only  3,040  admissions  which  is  415  less  than  in 
the  previous  year.  However,  the  total  number  of  days  stay  in  hospital  was  53,268, 
as  compared  with  51,127  the  previous  year.  This  averages  17.5  days  admission  per 
patient  as  against  about  15  days  the  previous  year. 

A  total  of  546  major  and  225  minor  operations  was  performed.  This  com* 
pares  with  528  and  185  respectively  for  last  year. 

(h)  Bansang  Hospital 

Admissions  during  the  year  were  1,065  as  compared  with  1,232  for  1954, 
giving  a  fall  of  167.  Total  days  spent  in  hospital  was  also  smaller,  falling  from  18,093 
in  1954  to  14,750,  being  a  reduction  of  3,343  oi  18.5%.  Average  stay  in  hospital  per 
patient  was  13.8  days  against  14.7  for  last  year. 

A  total  of  259  major  operations  was  performed  as  compared  with  318  during 
last  year,  and  104  minor,  which  compares  with  56  for  last  year. 

Shortage  of  staff  still  impeded  the  work  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer 
at  Bansang. 
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(c)  AUatento  Leper  Colony. 

This  Colony  has  now  only  35  patients.  We  have  commenced  using  Dapsone 
(D.D.S.)  for  treatment  of  cases.  It  is  hoped  in  the  near  future  to  rebuild  this  Leper 
Colony. 

(cl)  Minor  Medical  Units. 

There  is  nothing  of  importance  to  report.  Good  work  continues  to  be  done 
by  these  units. 

There  are  at  present, 

6  Government  Health  Centres. 

15  Government  Dispensaries. 

24  Government  Sub-dispensaries.  (These  arc  visited  by  Government 
dispensers  once  or  twice  each  week). 

The  Anglican  Mission  now  maintain  a  resident  Pharmacist  and  State  Registered 
nurse  at  Kumbul  in  Upper  River  Division.  The  latter  arrived  in  August. 

They  visited  sub-dispensaries  at  Kristikunda  and  Fassemasi,  and  also  toured 
with  a  mobile  dispensary  during  the  dry  season. 

C.  LABORATORY  SERVICES . 

The  service,  as  in  previous  years,  leaves  much  to  be  desired  on  account  of 
lack  of  staff  and  accommodation.  Provision  was  made  in  the  estimates  this  year  for 
a  pathologist,  but  so  far  we  have  been  unsuccessful  in  obtaining  one. 

Summary  of  work  done  during  1955. 


Blood  Films  . .  . .  . .  .  9,305 

Sputum  examinations  . .  . .  .  . .  746 

Urine  examinations  .  11,742 

Faecal  examinations  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1,879 

Kahn  Tests  . 1,661 

Blood  counts  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  809 

V.  D.  Smears  .  367 

Blood  Sedimentation  Rates  .  371 

Gland  Punctures .  . .  82 

Cerebro- Spinal  fluid  examinations  .  22 

Skin  scrapings  and  Nasal  Smears  . .  . .  . .  . .  74 

Biochemical  Tests  including  Blood  Urea,  blood-sugar,  occult 
blood  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  18 

Miscellaneous  including  eye  smears,  vomitus,  throat  swabs  ..  18 


Total 


27,094 


D.  DENTAL  SERVICES. 


A  most  welcome  appointment  was  that  of  a  Dental  Surgeon  in  June,  after 
we  had  been  without  one  for  over  a  year. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  performed. 


Total  patients  treated  . .  2,088 

Extractions  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 ,234 

Dressings  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  59 

Fillings  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  283 

X-Rays  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  75 

Examinations,  advice,  and  prescriptions,  and  miscellaneous 
treatments  ..  . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  317 

General  anaesthetics  .  29 

Admissions  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  21 

Minor  operations  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . ,  33 

Maxillo-facial  injuries  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Scalings  and  gum  treatments  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  65 

Dentures  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  50 

Denture  repairs  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 


E.  -  GENERAL  REMARKS . 

Health  of  Expatriates .  •  -  (. Europeans ,  Lebanese  and  Syrians). 

There  were  82  in-patients  and  398  out-patients  with  an  average  of  8.1  days 
stay  in  Hospital.  There  was  one  death  in  Hospital.  Infections  of  skin  and  subcu¬ 
taneous  tissues,  acute  upper  respiratory  infections,  digestive  disorders  and  malaria 
were  the  commonest  causes  for  seeking  medical  advice. 

Health  of  Africans. 

Diseases  of  the  digestive  tract  were  the  commonest,  a  total  of  37,783  (7,345 
hospital  and  30,438  dispensaries)  being  reported.  20,331  cases  of  disease  of  the  respi¬ 
ratory  tract  were  reported,  of  which  5,490  were  hospital  cases  and  14,841  dispensary 
cases.  15,276  cases  of  Malaria,  of  which  6,230  were  hospital  cases  and  9,046  dispensary 
cases,  were  recorded.  The  number  of  cases  of  rheumatism  reported  was  13,886, 
Hospital  2,408,  Dispensaries  11,478. 

F.  EPIDEMIC  AND  ENDEMIC  DISEASES. 

(1)  Smallpox:—  During  the  year  31  cases  of  Smallpox  were  reported  with 
3  deaths.  Vaccination  and  other  routine  preventive  measures  were  imme¬ 
diately  undertaken,  v  accinations  are  continuously  being  performed  as  a 
normal  duty  of  the  Health  Inspectors. 

(2)  Influenza There  were  299  cases  recorded.  No  deaths  were  recorded. 
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(3)  Trypanosomiasis:—  A  total  of  1,026  cases  were  reported  during  the 
year.  Of  these,  893  cases  were  diagnosed  clinically  at  the  outstations. 

(4)  Cerebro- Spinal  Meningitis: —  94  cases  were  reported  dining  the  year, 
and  there  were  28  deaths. 

(5)  Schistosomiasis:—  420  cases  were  reported.  Research  was  carried  out 
by  Mr.  S.  R.  Smithers  of  the  Colonial  Medical  Research  Service.  The 
following  notes  on  this  research  have  been  supplied  by  this  officer: — 

“Investigations  on  the  transmission  of  Bilharziasis  were  continued 
during  1955.  The  object  of  the  research  was  to  discover  which  snails 
are  responsible  for  transmitting  the  disease,  in  what  type  of  water  these 
snails  occur  and  whether  control  of  the  disease  is  possible  and  practical. 

It  became  evident  that  at  least  four  difference  species  of  snail  are 
acting  as  vectors  of  vesical  bilharziasis.  The  two  most  important  are 
Bulinus  senegalensis  and  B.  jousseaumei.  B.  senegalensis  is  found  in 
abundance  in  the  seasonal  rainwater  pools  formed  on  the  laterite  plateau 
a  few  miles  back  from  the  River.  Transmission  in  this  case  is  seasonal, 
the  greatest  danger  being  in  October  and  November.  B.  jousseaumei 
is  found  in  the  steeper  sided  bolons  common  in  U.R.D.  (e.g.  the  Simoto 
bolon),  and  probably  effects  transmission  throughout  the  year. 

B.  guernei  is  responsible  for  transmission  in  the  Kumbija  bolon, 
U.R.D.  and  may  occur  elsewhere.  B.  Forskalii  is  almost  certainly  a 
vector  and  usually  occurs  in  pools  associated  with  rice  swamps;  trans¬ 
mission  in  this  case  is  again  seasonal.  Although  Biomphalaria  pfeiferi 
gaudi  occurs  in  isolated  areas  there  is,  as  yet,  no  known  focus  of  intes¬ 
tinal  bilharziasis. 

The  control  of  the  disease  could  best  be  met  by  attacking  the  snail 
vectors  with  a  chemical  molluscicide.  Control  however  would  not  be 
an  easy  task.  Firstly,  the  extremely  local  nature  of  transmission  would 
mean  that  every  endemic  village  would  need  individual  attention; 
secondly  a  control  project  once  started  must  continue  indefinitely,  for 
the  Gambia  has  no  natural  boundaries  and  snail  vectors-  from  the 
surrounding  French  territories  would  constantly  be  reintroduced  into 
the  controlled  zone.  Moreover  in  view  of  the  fact  that  bilharziasis  in 
the  Gambia  is  a  compaiatively  mild  disease  it  must  be  decided  whether 
this  country  can  afford  to  launch  a  large-scale  control  project,  or  whether 
there  are  more  urgent  and  primary  needs  for  improving  the  health  of 
the  people.” 

(6)  Tuberculosis.  This  is  a  major  problem  in  the  Gambia.  The  Pulmonary  type 
that  most  commonly  met  with. 

The  Protectorate  returns  are  unreliable  as  no  proper  facilities  exist  for  diagnosis. 

Shortage  of  Hospital  Staff  has  also  been  a  hindrance  in  Bathurst. 
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A  total  of  269  cases  was  reported,  of  which  83  were  reported  by  the  dispensa¬ 
ries. 


The  following  are  some  death  rates  in  Bathurst  for  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis— 


Year. 


Death  rate  per  1 ,000  population. 


1921 

1931 

1944 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 


1.9 

2.2 

1.4 
1.1 

1.5 
1.7 

1.6 

1.3 
1.1 

1.7 
1.1 

1.4 

1.8 


The  Death  Rates  correspond  very  closely  to  those  recorded  in  England  and 
Wales  during  the  latter  part  of  the  19th  and  first  decade  of  the  present  Century. 

The  average  for  the  five  years  1951 — 1955  is  1.4  per  1,000  population. 


The  following  are  the  number  of  notifications  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in 
Bathurst  for  the  year  indicated : — 


Year.  No.  of  Cases  Notified.  Rate  per  1,000. 


1948 

27 

1.4 

1949 

28 

1.4 

1950 

42 

2.2 

1951 

32 

1.7 

1952 

47 

2.5 

1953 

40 

2.1 

1954 

49 

2.6 

1955 

32 

1.5 

There  is  no  change  of  any  note  from  the  previous  year,  except  the  arrival  of 
more  modern  X-Ray  apparatus,  which  should  facilitate  the  diagnosis  of  this  disease, 
when  installed. 


(7)  Venereal  Diseases. 

(a)  Syphilis:  947  cases  were  reported  compared  with  1,000  in  1954.  669  of 

these  were  reported  from  dispensaries. 

( b )  Gonorrhoea.  4,308  cases  were  reported  as  compared  to  4,380  in  1954. 
3?304  of  these  were  reported  from  outstations. 
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GENERAL. 

(8)  Overcrowding  in  Bathurst  is  chiefly  caused  by  an  acute  housing  shortage, 
which  at  prestnt  is  aggravated  by  shortage  of  land.  Layouts  however,  are  in  the 
course  of  preparation  for  the  areas  of  reclaimed  land  on  the  outskirts  ol  Bathhurst. 
When  this  land  is  used  for  building  purposes  it  should  markedly  relieve  thecongestion. 

Improved  sanitation  and  control  of  insect-borne  diseases  is  continually  being 
aimed  at.  It  is  hoped  in  the  near  future  to  commence  the  distribution  of  dried  skin 
milk,  provided  by  U.N.I.C.E.F.,  amongst  the  clinic  children  and  School  children. 

IV.  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  following  statistics  apply  to  Bathurst  only,  as  those  from  the  Protectorate 
are  incomplete,  and  unreliable. 

(i)  Births  and  Deaths— Actual  Numbers  :— 

Estimated  population  (Bathurst  1955) .  20,790 

Live  Births  .  770 

Still  Births .  40 

Deaths  . .  350 

Deaths  under  1  year  .  . .  , .  73 

(ii)  Number  of  Births  and  Deaths  in  Bathurst  1951—1955. 


Year . 

No.  of  Births. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Natural  Increase . 

1951 

7£0 

253 

427 

1952 

710 

298 

412 

1953 

735 

384 

351 

1954 

669 

343 

326 

1955 

770 

350 

420 

(iii)  Birth  and  Death  Rates  in  Bathurst  (corrected)  1951—1955. 


Death  Rates:  deaths  per  1,000  of  population  . 
Birth  Rates:  live  Births  per  1,000  of  population  . . 
Infantile  Mortality  Rates:  deaths  under  1  year 
per  1,000  live  births 

Still  Birth  Rates:  Still  Births  per  1,000  total  births 


1951 

1952 

1953 

1954  1955 

18 

15 

19 

17 

17 

40 

36 

37 

33 

37 

117 

86 

106 

115 

95 

67 

92 

59 

62 

49 

is 


(iv)  Number  of  Births  and  Deaths,  by  month,  in  Bathurst  in  1955. 


Month  No.  of  Deaths .  Number  of  Births , 


January 

30 

63 

February 

30 

62 

March 

25 

57 

Apri 

39 

72 

May  . . 

28 

56 

June  . . 

30 

68 

July 

27 

59 

August 

33 

59 

September 

25 

64 

October 

25 

67 

November 

28 

71 

December 

. . 

30 

72 

Total 

350 

770 

(v)  Number  of  Deaths  by  age  and  sex  (exclusive  of  stillbirths)  in  Bathurst  in 
1955. 


Age  Group. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Under  1  year 

38 

.  35 

73 

1—4 

24 

28 

52 

5—9 

5 

8 

13 

10-14 

5 

3 

8 

15—19 

4 

2 

6 

20—24 

8 

1 

9 

25—29 

8 

8 

16 

30—34 

11 

6 

17 

35—39 

15 

5 

20 

40—44 

13 

2 

15 

45—49 

15 

3 

18 

50—54 

9 

4 

13 

55—59 

9 

5 

14 

60—64 

5 

2 

7 

65-69 

3 

8 

11 

70—74 

10 

4 

14 

75—79 

4 

4 

8 

80—84 

6 

4 

10 

85  and  over 

6 

14 

20 

Not  stated 

2 

4 

6 

Total 

200 

150 

350 

19 


It  will  be  seen  that  one  half  the  total  deaths  in  the  0 — 14  age  group  occurred 
in  children  under  1  year  of  age. 

(vi)  Deaths  under  1  year  of  age  (exclusive  of  still  births)  by  detailed  age  and 
sex  in  Bathurst  1955. 


Age  Group. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Under  1  month 

17 

11 

28 

Under  1  day 

3 

2 

5 

1  Day — under  1  week 

10 

5 

15 

1  Week — under  1  month 

4 

4 

8 

1  Month — under  6  months 

10 

12 

22 

6  Months — under  1  year 

11 

12 

23 

Total  deaths  under  1  year 

38 

35 

73 

Neo-natal  deaths,  under  1  month,  continue  to  be  less  than  half  of  the  total 
deaths  under  1  year  of  age.  This  year  the  figure  is  the  lowest  ever  on  record.  38.4% 
as  against  44.2%  last  year. 

(vii)  Diseases  causing  high  Morbidity . 

The  following  are  the  figures  given  in  Hospital  and  Dispensary  returns  for 
the  whole  country  in  1955. 


{a)  Insect-borne  Diseases : — 

Malaria . 

15,299 

Trypanosomiasis 

1,026 

Filariasis  ».  . .  ..  ... 

50 

(b)  Internal  Infections : — 

.  Dysentery 

489 

Ascariasis . 

5,416 

Ankylostomiasis 

356 

(c)  Lung  Infections : — 

Bronchitis  . .  . 

3,745 

Pneumonia  . 

724 

Respiratory  T.B . 

269 

(d)  Venereal  Diseases: — 

Gonococcal  Infections  . . 

4,308 

Syphilis 

947 

(e)  Miscellaneous: — 

Yaws  . . 

5,873 

Otitis  Media  and  Mastoiditis 

1,784 

Eye  Affections 

6,785 

Skin  Infections 

11,614 

Diseases  of  Teeth  and  Gums 

3,929 

Non-Toxic  Goitre 

545 

Schistosomiasis 

420 

20 


(viii)  Disease s  causing  High  Mortality  showing  the  number  of  deaths  recorded 
in  Bathurst  in  1955. 


Respiratory  Diseases  , .  . .  . .  . ,  . .  . .  59 

Diseases  of  Heart,  Circulatory  System  and  Old  age  . .  . ,  73 

Premature  birth,  congenital  malformations,  birth  injuries  and 
diseases  of  early  infancy  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  32 

Sepsis  and  other  Surgical  causes  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . .  . .  , .  . .  . .  32 

Malaria .  . .  . .  37 

Cancer  and  other  Malignant  Diseases  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Tetanus .  , .  . .  * .  . .  . .  3 

Deaths  ascribed  to  Puerperal  causes  . .  , .  , .  , ,  3 


V.  HYGIENE  AND  SANITATION. 

(i)  Mosquito  Control.  Anti-Mosquito  measures  included  oiling,  residual 
spraying,  drainage,  tree  hole  filling,  and  treating  of  crab  holes  with  lime 
and  Paris  Green.  The  following  are  the  anopheline  room  densities  for 
Bathurst : — 


January  . . 

February . . 

March 
April 
May 

June  Personnel  employed  in  residual 
My 

August  . . 

September 
October 
November 
December 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

spraying 

Nil 

*014 

*019 

010 

Nil 

Nil 


(ii)  Yellow  Fever  Control.  No  cases  of  yellow  fever  were  reported  during 
the  year.  Continued  vigilance  is  exercised  and  immunisation  against  Yel¬ 
low  Fever  is  carried  out  as  frequently  as  possible.  This  year  692  inoculal 
tions  were  performed. 

A  yellow  fever  survey  was  made  last  year  by  Drs.  MacNamara  and  Walters 
of  the  West  African  Council  for  Medical  Research,  as  a  result  of  which  funds  have 
been  made  available  for  mass  inoculation  of  the  Brikama  and  Bakau  areas  where  the 
immunity  level  appeared  to  be  low. 

(iii)  Pest  Control.  During  the  year,  one  confirmed  case  of  rabies  was  reported 
in  a  dog  in  Bathurst,  and  a  suspected  human  case  occurred  in  Upper  Baddibu  District 
of  Central  Division.  The  usual  Proclamations  were  made,  and  dogs  not  under  control 
were  caught  and  destroyed. 
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A  total  of  214  dogs  were  given  anti-rabies  inoculation. 

Rodent  control  was  maintained  throughout  the  year,  both  traps  and  Zinc 
Phosphide  being  used.  The  following  gives  an  indication  of  the  work  performed:— 


Number  of  traps  laid  . .  .  14,969 

Number  of  rats  trapped .  2,505 

Number  of  poison  baits  laid  . .  . .  945 

Number  of  poison  baits  taken  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  101 

Number  of  poisoned  rats  found .  262 

Total  number  of  rats  trapped  or  poisoned  . .  . .  . .  2,765 

Total  number  of  mice  destroyed  . .  . .  , .  . .  1,895 


(iv)  Fly  Control.  The  usual  methods  of  fly  destruction  were  used,  namely, 
insecticidal  spraying  of  the  public  dust  bins,  latrines,  disposal  ground,  and  compost 

site. 

Regular  removal  of  refuse  and  proper  disposal  by  controlled  tipping  is  carried 

out. 

GENERAL  MEASURES  OF  SANITATION. 

(i)  Cleansing  services.  These  are  operated  by  the  Bathurst  Town  Council 
assisted  by  a  Health  Inspector  seconded  from  Government,  and  supervised  by  a  Heallth 
Superintendent  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Owing  to  shortage  of  staff,  it  was 
not  possible  to  second  a  Health  Superintendent  for  full-time  duties  with  the  Council, 
Night  soil  is  disposed  of  by  composting  with  groundnut  shell.  It  is  manufac¬ 
tured  under  the  supervision  of  the  Health  Department,  and  is  becoming  increasingly 
popular  with  the  local  farmers. 


(ii)  Inspection  of  nuisances . 


Bathurst 

Abatement  Notices  served 

90 

Number  of  Prosecutions 

31 

Total  fines  imposed 

£3 

Kombo  St.  Mary 

Abatement  Notices  served 

53 

Division 

Number  of  Piosecutions 

Nil 

Total  fines  imposed 

Nil 

Protectorate 

Abatement  Notices  served 

687 

Number  of  Prosecutions 

140 

Total  fines  imposed 

£28 

(iii)  Health  education . 

Health  Inspectors  give  regular  lectures  to  school  children  and  adult 
tions  in  their  districts. 
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(iv)  Tr airing. 

For  the  first  time  two  Health  Inspectors  sat  the  examination  for  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  (West  Africa)  in  August  in 
Freetown,  and  one  of  them  was  successful  in  passing  the  examination. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE. 

(i)  Bakeries,  and  other  Food  preparing  premises,  Bars  and  Hotels  and  premises 
used  for  the  sale  of  fresh  food  were  regular!}/  inspected. 

(ii)  Vigilance  was  exercised  in  the  control  of  Bathurst  Market.  Shortage  of 
accommodation  still  hampers  the  control  of  the  market  from  a  hygiene  point  of  view. 

■  (ill)  All  meat  is  examined  at  the  time  of  slaughter  in  Bathurst  where  ideal  con¬ 
ditions  exist  for  the  effective  performance  ov  this  duty.  In  the  Protectorate,  such  is  not 
the  case,  as  the  distances  of  travel  make  complete  inspection  of  all  animals  impossible. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  animals  slaughtered  during  1955:— 


Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Goats. 

Bathurst 

2,867 

198 

911 

645 

Kombo  St.  Mary 

298 

16 

47 

43 

Protectorate 

2,469 

288 

39 

451 

(T CONDEMNED . 


Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Goats. 

Bathurst 

5,410  lb  . 

29*  bs. 

5,182*  bs. 

2*  lbs. 

Kombo  St.  Mary 

946y  bs. 

Nil 

124*  lbs. 

Nil. 

Protectorate 

4,360*  bs. 

221  lbs. 

1  lb. 

18  lbs. 

VI.  SCHOOL  HYGIENE. 


Because  of  the  absence  of  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  no  School  medical 
inspections  were  carried  out  in  Bathurst.  Tie  Medical  Officer  Bansang,  however, 
performed  inspections  at  some  Schools  in  the  Protectorate. 

Milk,  yeast  and  sugar  weffe  issued  at  some  Schools  in  the  Colony.  A  supply 
of  dried  milk  was  recieved  from  U.N.I.C.E.F.  but  it  was  not  possible  to  extend  this 
School  feeding  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

VII.  PORT  HEALTH  ADMINISTRATION. 

No  infections  or  suspected  cases  of  dangerous  infectious  diseases  arrived  by 
Sea  or  Air  during  the  year.  The  number  of  ships  which  arrived  at  Bathurst  sea  port 
was  179,  as  compared  with  180  in  1954  and  179  in  1953. 

Ail  aircraft  arriving  at  Yundum  Airport  were  sprayed  with  aerosols  containing 
pyretkrum  and  D.D.T.,  on  arrival,  and  prior  to  departure. 

VIII.  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  Ante-Natal  and  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  continue  to  do  excellent  work  and 
attendances  continue  to  increase. 


(i)  Cases  and  Attendances. 


Anti-Natal  Clinics  Child  Welfare  Clini'S 

New  At  ten-  New  Alien - 

Cases  dances  Cases  dances . 


Bathurst 

«  « 

992 

3,766 

913 

13,659 

Bakau 

181 

779 

241 

2,301 

Serrekunda 

. .  — 

— 

53 

2,091 

Brikama 

344 

1,234 

796 

8,100 

Essau 

345 

1,236 

739 

5,217 

Gunjur 

267 

1,221 

599 

8,972 

Lamin 

85 

489 

138 

2,952 

Sukuta 

347 

1,598 

406 

6,027 

Farafeni 

24 

26 

277 

306 

N’Gayen  Sanja 

22 

31 

243 

324 

Kaur 

40 

40 

94 

r>  /? 

^  -t 

Keneba 

11 

11 

41 

41 

Bansang 

293 

913 

466 

2,772 

Georgetown 

96 

260 

290 

1,364 

Kuntaur 

86 

600 

150 

1,325 

Bakadaji 

39 

76 

205 

392 

Basse 

•  • 

364 

1,477 

1,201 

4,950 

Kwineila 

23 

44 

125 

329 

Kaiaf 

52 

80 

387 

1,136 

Mansa  Konko  . . 

56 

105 

408 

946 

Jappeni 

69 

111 

352 

694 

Jawarra 

5 

5 

38 

38 

Kerewan 

16 

16 

115 

115 

Salikeni 

7 

7 

224 

224 

Bureng 

101 

178 

600 

1,615 

Illiassa 

38 

46 

332 

478 

Total 

1955 

3,903 

14,349 

9,433 

66,462 

))  •  • 

1954 

3,634 

16,061 

7,185 

63,345 

>>  •  • 

1953 

3,403 

14,658 

7,210 

61,747 

jj  •  • 

1952 

3,339 

11,811 

6,749 

48,479 

99  •  • 

1951 

3,071 

10,832 

6,179 

45,452 

in  1955:— 

Live  Births 

Bathurst 

•  • 

«  o 

554 

Bakau 

•  • 

•  I 

90 

Brikama 

0  9 

a  • 

80 

Essau 

•  ♦ 

0  0 

50 

Gunjur  . . 

•  • 

•  • 

92 

Sukuta  . . 

•  • 

•  • 

205 

Still  Births 


23 

4 

2 

2 

4 

3 


Total 


577 

94 

82 

52 

96 

208 
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Live  Births 

Still  Births 

confd. 

contd. 

Tefal 

Bansang 

Georgetown 

Kuntaur 

Basse 

•  •  i 

•  »  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

32 

23 

23 

72 

12 

2 

5 

44 

23 

25 

77 

Total 

1955 

1,221 

57 

1,278 

3?  •  * 

1954 

1,055 

49 

1,114 

1953 

1,029 

47 

1,076 

n  •  • 

1952 

827 

43 

870 

•  • 

1951 

649 

24 

673 

(Hi)  The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  all  births 

attended  by  private  mid» 

wives  and  by  the  Government  Service  in  Bathurst,  in  1955. 

Still  Birth 

Live  Births 

Still  Births 

Total 

percentage . 

Private  Midwives 

9  e 

120 

5 

125 

4.0% 

Government  District 

Mid- 

wives 

9  « 

554 

23 

577 

4.0% 

Maternity  Ward, 

Victoria 

Hospital 

Bathurst  cases  . . 

•  e 

174 

10 

184 

5.4% 

Kombo  cases 

•  • 

18 

3 

21 

14.3% 

Total 

866 

41 

907 

4.5% 

All  difficult  and  complicated  cases  in  Bathurst  and  the  Kombos  are  admitted 
to  Victoria  Hospital  where  the  still  birth  rate  is  consequently  high.  This  applies  parti¬ 
cularly  to  cases  from  the  Kombos,  who  have  further  to  travel,  and  are  aften  admitted 
at  a  late  stage. 
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